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Purpose of the Guideline 

The Air Quality Management Offset Guideline is aimed 
at providing a framework to the industry or 
proponents, government entities, consultants, the 
general public and other key stakeholders regarding 
appropriate principles to be adhered to in designing, 
implementing, monitoring and evaluation of air quality 

offsets. 

 



Definitions (cont..) 

ÅAir Quality Offsets 

 ά!ƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴκǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
counterbalance the adverse impacts of 
atmospheric emissions to deliver a net ambient air 
quality benefit within the affected airshed/sΦέ 

 

Examples: Interventions that reduces emissions from : domestic 
fuel burning , waste burning, vehicles etc 

 



Legislative provisions  

ÅTo protect the environment ς reasonable measures 
for: 

ïthe protection and enhancement of the quality of air in 
the Republic; 

ïthe prevention of air pollution and ecological degradation; 
and 

ïsecuring ecologically sustainable development while 
promoting justifiable economic and social development 

 



Legislative provisions 

Å {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ по όƳύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !v! ǎǘƛǇǳƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ά!ƴ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊƛŎ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ 
license must specify, among other things, any other matters which are 
necessary for the protection or enforcement of air quality. 

 

Å {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ офόƛύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !v!Υ ά²ƘŜƴ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ 
atmospheric emission license, the licensing authority must take into 
account all relevant matters including any other guideline issued by the 
minister or MEC relating to the performance by licensing authorities of 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎέ 

 



Principles 

ÅThe offset must complement and not 
substitute legislative requirements. 

Facilities must be committed to reducing point 
emissions and achieving emission limits. 



Principles 

ÅAcceptability 

Licensing Authority(ies) and the Community must be 
in support for the interventions.  



Principles 

 

ÅSustainability 

The offset should be based on long term air quality 
improvement without impeding on other 
socioeconomic and environmental objectives. 



Principles 

 

ÅMeasurable 

IF approved, an offset must have measurable air quality 
outcomes. AQ monitoring should be a requirement. 
bƻ άƎǊŜŜƴ ǿŀǎƘƛƴƎέ 



Principles 

 

ÅNo Like for like 

The proposed offset project(s) should address 
pollutant(s) whose ambient concentrations is/are of 
concern in a particular area and not necessarily the 
pollutant(s) whose emissions from a specific facility 
is/are of concern 



How do we measure the success of offsets 

KISS Approach 
The implementation, monitoring 

and evaluation of the offset 
should be based on the 
outcome, which is the 
improvement in ambient air 
quality within the airshed  

 



Applications 

Å The case of Section 21 Postponement application. 

ïProvides for applications for postponement of compliance 
timeframes for existing plants 
ÅThe NAQO in concurrence with AELA may grant or refuse the 

application 

 

ïOffsets as conditions for positively considered 
postponement applications: condition to be incorporated 
into the AEL 
 

 



Applications (Conté) 

ÅThe case of Variation of a license 
 

ïAccording to Section 46(1)(d) of AQA, the licensing 
authority may vary a license or a provisional license upon 
request by the license holder.  

 

 If the request will result in an increase in atmospheric 
emissions S.14(3)(b),  Offsets as a condition to a  positive 
variation application 



Applications (conté) 

Å The case of new AEL applications in areas with poor or potentially poor 
air quality  

ï  This includes all national and provincial priority areas (section 18 of 
AQA) 

ïAlso includes areas that  are in the alert/transitional compliant/non-
compliant zones in terms of the National Framework 
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