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Purpose of the Guideline

The Air Quality ManagementOffset Guidelineis aimed
at providing a framework to the Industry or
proponents, government entities, consultants, the
general public and other key stakeholdersregarding
appropriate principlesto be adheredto in designing,
Implementing,monitoring and evaluationof air quality
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Definitions (cont..)

A Air Quality Offsets
G!'y AVISNBSYUGA2YyKa &LIS
counterbalance the adverse impacts of

atmospheric emissions to deliver a a@bbient air
guality benefitwithin the affectedairsheds® ¢

Examples: Interventions that reduces emissions from : domestic
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Legislative provisions

A To protect the environment, reasonable measures
for:

I the protection andenhancemenbf the quality of air in
the Republic;

I the prevention of air pollution and ecological degradation;
and

I securing ecologically sustainable development while
promoting justifiable economic and social development
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Legislative provisions
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license must specify, among other things, any other matters which are
necessary for the protection or enforcement of air quality.
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atmospheric emission license, the licensing authority must take into
account all relevant matters including any other guideline issued by the

minister or MEC relating to the performance by licensing authorities of
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Principles

A The offset must complement and not
substitute legislative requirements.

Facilities must be committed to reducing point
emissions and achieving emission limits.
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Principles

A Acceptability

Licensing Authority(ies) and the Community must be
In support for the interventions.

e
u environmental affairs

& il Depariment:
% 0 Environmen tal Affairs
e REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA




Principles

A Sustainability

The offset should be based tong termair quality
Improvement without impeding on other
socioeconomic and environmental objectives.

environmental affairs
L

| Department;
Environmen tal Affairs
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA




Principles

A Measurable

IF approved, an offset must have measurable air qualit
outcomes. AQ monitoring should be a requirement.
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Principles

A No Like for like

The proposed offset project(s) should address
pollutant(s) whose ambient concentrations is/are of
concern in a particular area and not necessarily the
pollutant(s) whose emissions from a specific facility
Is/are of concern
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How do we measure the success of offse!

KISS Approach
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and evaluation of the offset
should be based othe
outcome, which is the

improvement in ambient air D© @utcomes matter?

quality within theairshed /s~ g

| Shame the patient
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Applications

A The case of Section 21 Postponement application.
I Provides for applications for postponement of compliance
timeframes for existing plants

A The NAQO in concurrence with AELA may grant or refuse the
application

I Offsets as conditions for positively considered
postponement applications: condition to be incorporated
Into the AEL
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Appl i cati ons (
A The case of Variation of a license

I According to Section 46(1)(d) of AQA, the licensing
authority may vary a license or a provisional license upon
request by the license holder.

If the request will result in an increase in atmospheric
emissions S.14(3)(b), Offsets as a condition to a positive
variation application



Appl i cations (¢

A The case of new AEL applications in areas with poor or potentially poor
air quality
I This includes all national and provincial priority areas (section 18 of
AQA)
I Also includes areas that are in the alert/transitional compliantton
compliant zones in terms of the National Framework







